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28TH AMERICAN INDIAN WORKSHOP

PROGRAM

Except when otherwise noted all events will take place at the Salfe de cinéma of the
Musée du quai Branly

THURSDAY, 10 MAY 2007
9:00 am Registration

9:20 am Welcome Addresses
JEAN-PIERRE MOHEN, (Directeur du département du patrimoine, Musée du
quai Branly)
CHRISTIAN F. FEEST (Program Chair, 28th American Indian Workshop)

Session 1 COLLECTIONS AND ARTIFACTS FROM EASTERN NORTH AMERICA
PRIOR TO 1800 (part 1)
Chair: Christian £ Feest

9:30am  CHRISTIAN F. FEEST (Museum fiir Vilkerkunde Wien)
Pre-1800 Ethnographic Material from Eastern North America

The new focus of ethnographic collecting provided by the Linnean taxonomic paradigm
and the appearance of a named discipline of “ethnography/ethnology” in the last third of
the eighteenth century contributed to the survival of a far larger number of material docu-
ments from eastern North America than of those in the preceding period. Most of the col-
lecting itself, however, continued to follow well into the nineteenth century the earlier prin-
ciple of attribution of value to “rarity.” This, together with the upheavals in the ethnic land-
scape of North America caused by warfare and Euroamerican westward expansion, poses
specific methodological problems of interpretation, which will be explored in this session.

9:45 am PASCAL MONGNE (Ecole du Louvre, Paris)
Inventory and Study of Objects from New France in French Museums

Often ignored both by specialists and the larger public, pre-Columbian, colonial, ethno-
graphic, and folkloristic objects from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego are far from uncommon in
French collections. In the course of a project started in 1977 and coordinated by myself
between 1985 and 1992 at Université Paris | (and subsequently for the Direction des
musées de France), around 20,500 such objects have been identified in more than 170
muscums and public institutions (not including the collections of the Musée du quai Bran-
Iy). The broad range of artifacts includes many objects of great scientific or aesthetic qual-
ity and of exceptional museclogical value. The present paper presents the principal results
of these efforts, notably enriched by the work of the students of the Ecole du Louvre, which
| have directed in connection with my course on “Arts of the Americas.”

Based on this research | have praduced in 1998 a preliminary inventory of the collections
deriving from the old French colonies in North America for the French-Canadian internet
project La Nouvelle-France (http:/fwww.culture.gouv.fr/culture/nllefce/fr/), further enriched
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by the conference De Québec en Amérique. UAmérique francaise entre histoire et mémoire
held in Quebec in 2003. Presently more than 1,700 objects from the area formerly occu-
pied by New France have been tentatively identified in 44 museums. Two thirds of this
number are made up of archaeological specimens assembled mostly during the second half
of the nineteenth century and generaily without specific provenance. Although less numer-
ous, the ethnographic collections are more remarkable for their quality. Most of them were
assembled during the nineteenth century, but some go back to the eighteenth and even
seventeenth centuries. For obvious reasons, the majorily of these early materials derive
from northeastern North America.

10:20 am  STAFFAN BRUNIUS (Etnografiska Museet, Stockholm)
Comments on Swedish pre-1800 Ethnographical Collections from North America

The well-established Swedish interest in North American Indians began with the New Swe-
den colony (1638-1655}, located in present-day Delaware. This interest follows a northern
European pattern, including the collecting of “artificial curiosities” typical for the Kunst- und
Wunderkammer period. The paper discusses the plausible acquisition context and prove-
nance of the very earliest known collected objects but also North American Indian objects
collected in the 1700s that are also kept in Sweden.

10:55 AM Coffee Break

11:15am  ROLAND KAEHR (Musée d’Ethnographie, Neuchitel [ret.])
“Faire 'Echange de I'lndien”: Early Swiss Collections from Eastern North America

In a two-volume survey of the “Ethnalogical Collections in Switzerland,” published in 1979
and 1984 by the Ethnological Society of Switzerland, 19 out of 59 repositories were found
to include American Indian material. Since most of the institutions helding such material
were founded in the nineteenth or even twentieth centuries, the identification and dating
of earlier material presents a challenge to documentary research and stylistic comparison.
The present paper summarizes the results of this survey {enhanced by later research of spe-
cialists in this field), with special reference to objects from North America east of the Rocky
Mountains dating from prior to ca. 1830, It concludes by a case study of an elaborate cance
model now at the Musée d’Ethnographie, Neuchétel, and collected in or before 1799 by
Elisabeth Gugy probably among the Abenaki near Yamachiche, Quebec.

11:50 am  JUDY HALL (Canadian Museum of Civilization, Gatineau)
Caldwell and Drummond: First Nations Collections by British Military Personnel in
Eastern North America

During the eighteenth century, British-Indian military and commercial alliances were the
cornerstone of British defensive strategy in NMorth America. British military personnel sta-
tioned in what is now Canada lived in frontier posts in contact with their First Nations allies
and assembled collections of First Nations material. This paper illustrates the First Nations
collections of two British military officers: Sir John Caldwell, who was stationed at Niagara
and Detroit from 1774 until 1780, and Sir Gordon Drummond and his family, who served
in Upper and Lower Canada from 1759 until 1816.

12:25 pm  IMRE NAGY (Tornyai Janos Museum, Hodmezovasarhely)
The Plains Algonquian Connection: Early Fieces in the Paris and Madrid Collections

Some of the pieces in the Paris and Madrid collections are the earliest, yet pootly docu-




mented ethnographic artifacts from the Great Plains and represented a great challenge for
scholars of Native American art and culture for decades. By a thorough art historical inves-
tigation of some selected pieces it will be demonstrated that they represent the earliest
examples of Plains Algonquian (Cheyenne and/or Arapaho) art forms in existence.

1:00 PM  Lunch Break

Session 3 CURRENT RESEARCH (part 1)
Chair: Joglle Rostkowski

2:20 pm  HELEN CARR (Goldsmiths College, University of London)
“And the Truest Schools for Civilisation are the Farests of America”

In this paper | want to lcok at John O’Keeife’s play The Basket Maker (1790) and Robert
Bage’s novel Hermsprong (1796) as texts produced in England that use, in very different
ways, representations of Native Americans to express support for the ideals of the French
Revolution. O'Keeffe had met a group of Cherokees when they visited London, and his play
shows remarkable understanding of the issues of dispossession that Native Americans shared
with his fellow lrish. Bage, a Midlands radical, is more concerned to critique English aristo-
cratic decadence, yet the Indian-educated Hermsprong exemplifies the message with which
O'Keeffe’s play ends: “And the truest schools for civilisation are the forests of America.”

2:50 pm  LAURA CASTOR and CELESTE SHIVE (Universitelet i Tromsg)
Visiting “Museum Indians” through Literature:
Questioning, Protesting, or Intervening?

Native writers such as Louise Erdrich, Lise Erdrich, Janet Campbell Hale, and Susan Power
have developed provocative ways of representing Nafive American dresses, drums, beaded
purses, and phatographs in order to challenge conventional museum practices that repre-
sent Indian artifacts as relics of a primitive past. [n our paper we will discuss several exam-
ples, including Susan Power’s autobiographical short story “Museum Indians,” where the
narrator and her mother visit a display of the buckskin dress worn by the narrator’s great-
grandmother in a glass case at the Chicago Field Museum of Natural History. Power’s narra-
tion suggests a multi-layered reading of the museum space in order to reconnect her and her
mother with their Lakota family and identity. At a theoretical level the story can also be
understood in terms of Michel Foucault’s concept of heterotopia as a way of understanding
collective memory-making in politicized, spatial terms. In the largest sense, our paper will
consider the relationship between artifacts, space, and narration by Native writers, with spe-
cial attention to whether Native American literary praclices are more about guestioning,
protesting, or intervening in the process of reconstituting contemporary museum practice,

3:20 pm LEE SCHWENINGER (University of North Carolina, Wilmington)
“Lost and Lonesome”: Literary Reflections on the Roles of Relics

Through their fiction several American Indian writers (including Gerald Vizenor, Thomas
King, and Jim Northrup) reflect an the “role of objecls in the constitution of cultural mem-
ory” and on the role of museums particularly in displaying those objects. This paper pro-
poses to highlight a few of those literary accounts as it points out the ambivalent views these
writers hold toward museum collections of Native American artifacts. In different ways,
each writer offers a form of self-representation that challenges mainstrearm accounts and
representations of history through artifact. The writers are aware that a museums’ ardering
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of experience must be arbitrary and subjective, and they call into question such ordering
of experience, as they argue, sometimes explicitly, always implicitly, for the necessity of self-
representation. The writers indicate their awareness that, as Will Roscoe writes, “whoever
controls the artifacts of history controls history.” Through their literature they demonstrate,
often humorously, their delight in self-representation; they challenge other representations,
and they attempt to take control of their history. As a look at these works of literature
demonstrates, a literary perspective of the role of museum collections offers an important
counterbalance as well as a complement to the perspectives of other disciplines such as his-
tory, anthropology, and ethnography.

3:50 pm  AMY BERGSETH (Miami University, Oxford, Ohio)
Visual Encounters:
The Foreign “Other” in Early American Indian and Furoamerican Imagery

This presentation aspires to better understand the complexity of American Indian and colo-
nial Euroamerican relationships and the perception of the external “other” in Early America.
By examining the visual images produced by both the American Indians and Euroameri-
cans, the paper will unearth the different perspectives that informed the pictures, sketch-
es, and the material culture that each group produced depicting the other. Not only did
Europeans present well-known visual images of Indians, but the Native peoples of North
America occasionally depicted Europeans. This paper will examine both sets of images for
what they show us aboul this cross-cultural encounter.

4:20 PM  Break

4:40 pm  JEANNE CHANET-GARCIA (Université Jean Monnet Saint-Etienne et Université
Lumiére Lyon 2)
American Indian Identity under the Microscope: DNA Tests as Questionable Proofs
of Membership

“Who is and what does it mean to be American Indian?” remain two of the most problem-
atic and recurrent but often inaccurately debated issues about and among Mative Ameri-
cans in the United States today. On the stage of this debate, a new controversial way of
determining Indianness, relying on DNA tests, has appeared, challenging tribal sovereignty,
presenting an even more deep and dangerous naturalization and racialization of cultural
membership and recognition than the blood quantum criteria, but also defying the very
foundation of affirmative action and equal opportunity policies in favor of American Indi-
ans.

5:10 pm YANN LE GOATER (Université Paris 2 Panthéon Assas)
Recavering the Indian Identity in North America: From Reservations to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice

Both in the United States and Canada, nineteenth-century Indian policies were guided by
the goal to secure Native lands for non-Native use, leading to the establishment of the
reservation system and accompanied by efforts to assimilate the indigenous population into
the nation states. Policies have gradually changed in the twentieth century in the face of
indigenous cultural reassertion and political resistance. Despite its origins and ambiguous
results, the reservation system is paradoxically defended as a symbol of autonomy and
identity by the majority of Indians today. In Canada the courts (as the Supreme Court of
Canada in the Sparrow case of 1990) have strengthened aboriginal rights.

Today one of the key objectives of Indigenous Nations in the United States and Canada and




their representatives at the United Nations is to gain access to international jurisdictional
bodies like the International Court of Justice. In September 2007 the 1C} will consider a
case brought by the Buffalo River Dene Nation against the Canadian government, the
Saskatchewan government, and the mulitinationals for the violation of treaty rights and the
loss of land and natural resources. In the United States the Teton Sioux Mation is in the
process of gaining direct access to the 1C] without the consent of the government.

5:40 pm  BERNADETTE RIGAL-CELLARD (Université Michel de Montaigne Bordeaux 3)
Such Wondrous Encounter: The 2006 Seattle Tekakwitha Conference and its Mul-
tidirectional Strains of Resistance

Following upon studies of Kateri Tekakwitha, of the problems surrounding the procrastina-
tion of her canonization, and of the various aspects of Katerian Catholicism, | have now
turned my attention to the famous Tekakwitha Conference, held yearly in the United
States. | attended the July 2006 Sealtle Conference as a full participant, having been
“hired” to hold iwo workshops. | was struck by the many conflicting undercurrents below
a very harmonious fagade and | wish to organize my presentation around the concept of
resistance. The first and most obvious resistance is that of the Native Catholics who want
to affirm their traditional cultures by a transformation of the rituals according to their own
customs, rather than according to the Roman model. The second resistance is fought by
those Native Catholics who stand against the now fashionable drift away from the Church
and back to “strict” traditionalism. The third and most interesting resistance is that of the
Roman Church, itself open to inner rifts between the different types of clergy. The much
celebrated evolution toward inculturation would seem to be but a last-ditch effort to resist
disappearance. In the morning of each of the three days Native Catholics had the floor, the
workshops, and the crowds, yet the afternoons were crowned by elaborate, concelebrated
masses, with several bishops and priests in full regalia making sure the Conference
remained within the limits conceded by the authorities. The Church brought its famed
sense of ceremonialism to bear on the participants. It will not quit Native grounds withaut
high-class resistance, and buttressed as it is by the power of the Church in the United
States, it may finally succeed in keeping its Native parishioners in its fold.

6:10 pm  SUSANNE JAUERNIG (Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universitit, Frankfurt a.M.)
“He Leads — | Follow.” Franciscan Sisters in Two Pueblos

The research is about the history of Catholic missions and the day school system among the
Pueblo with a focus on the work of the Catholic Sisters in the two parishes in Zuni and
Jemez, New Mexico, in the course of the twentieth century. The Sisters of Perpetual Ado-
ration of St. Francis founded two Mission schools, one in Jemez in 1906 and the other one
in Zuni in 1923, Most of the Sisters worked in both Pueblos as teachers and missionaries
and had different experiences in the two viliages. A comparison shows that most of them
consider their work in Zuni rather as a “failure” in respect of the missionary aspect where-
as Jemez is counted as a “success.” What are the criteria of their judgement and what are
the major differences between the two missions?

AMERICAN INDIAN WORKSHOP BUSINESS MEETING
6:40-7:10 pm  Chair: Christian F. Feest ’

The American Indian Workshop Origin Myth

Obituaries

The Future of the American indian Workshop: Oslo/Tromsg 2008, Bremen 2009 (2)
European Review of Native American Studies and ERNAS Monographs




FRIDAY, 11 MAY 2007

Session 2 NATIVE AMERICANS AND MUSEUMS {part 1)
Chair: Marie Mauzé

9:10am  RAY GONYEA (Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Ard)
A Matter of Perception: Native Americans, American Museums, and NAGPRA

NAGPRA has been overwhelmingly successful for all sides involved, despite initial problems
largely due to the general terms of the legislation. Working relationships have evolved
between Native Americans and museums that have benefited both. Native peoples have
had important things returned to them that are emblems of who they are, and museums
have benefited by having the opportunity to correctly document their collections through
tribal visitations. Native Americans only want those things back that are viable to them,
whether religious material or cultural, that can help them in their lives today and tomor-
row. Overall, the misunderstandings and stereotypes about each other, between museums
and Native peoples, have begun to dissipate and be replaced by more realistic knowledge
and acceptance, of each other as human beings.

9:40 am  NICOLASA L SANDOVAL (University of California, Santa Barbara)
Haonoring Our Past, Building Cur Future: Culture in Native California

Indigenous peoples in California are developing museums on an unprecedented scale.
These emerging institutions are at the heart of cultural revitalization. From 1877 until 1879
Chumash wot (ieader} Rafael Solares worked closely with French researcher Léon de Ces-
sac to share his lifeways and material culture. The legacy of Cessac and Solares continues
with the contemporary partnership between anthropologists and community representa-
tives 1o research and interpret collections that now reside in France. Sandoval, a Chumash
descendant from the Santa Ynez Indian Reservation, will describe how indigenous peoples
are working creatively to honor their past and benefit future generations.

10:10 am  ANDREA ZITTIAU (Universitit Rostock)
The Museum as Show Room: The Mational Museum of the American lndlan and
Its Performance Approach to the Exhibition of Cultures

Cultural performances as part of ethnographic exhibitions are an established tradition. From
people as abjects in museums to human zoos and Wild West Shows, the (mislrepresenta-
tion of cultures and their installation is a well-known problem. Museum exhibitions in the
twentieth century changed significantly, rather focusing on the artifact to approach (hvmg) '
culture.

The NMAI in Washington, DC, the brand new museum exhibiting Native America, relurns
to the idea of performance. In a specially designed theater shows take place to introduce
visitors to present-day indigenous culture. In other parts of the museum American Indians
weave, explain their idea of pottery, or can be watched doing other assumed “Native”
activities. This paper will discuss performances in museums from a cultural historic perspec-
tive using the example of the NMAI to show problems and benefits involved in this specif-
ic exhibition technique.

10:40 AM Coffee Break




11:00 am  PETRA T)ITSKE KALSHOVEN (McGill University, Montreal)
Magic of the Mannequin: Dioramas in the Mashantucket Pequot Museum

In his essay “On Some Motifs in Baudelaire” (1955), Walter Benjamin quoted the poet as
longing “for the return of the dioramas whose enormous, crude magic subjects me to the
spell of a useful illusion.” In Travels in Hyperreality (1986), Umberto Eco considered the dio-
rama “one of the most effective and least boring of didactic mechanisms.” In museal prac-
tice, however, the dicrama displaying “exotic” human subjects has become an object of
fierce controversy. The Native-owned and -operated, state-of-the-art Mashantucket Pequot
Museum, which draws heavily on scientific archaeological insights while emphasizing con-
temporary Native identity, features spectacular dioramas of Pequot ancestors. s the West-
ern gaze revisited, or is it returned?

11:30 am  RAINER HATOUM (Ethnologisches Museum, Berlin)
The Museuny and the Sacred

In times when even lacrosse sticks are becoming suspected of being too sacred to be exhib-
ited, it was not surprising to find my museum-based research project — as it undoubtedly
deals with sacred materials — not being warmly received. Introducing it, | would like to dis-
cuss some of the problems arising in connection with researching such materials today. The
focus will rest on issues of inkellectual property and on the pressing aspect of finding mutu-
al beneficial project goals, both of which lie at the very core of any balanced collaborative
partnership, as it is sought in my case.

12:00 pm  LOMAYUMTEWA C, ISHil (Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff)
Research, Collecting, and Scientific Problematics: A Case among the Hopis

Representations of Hopi Indians have been heavily influenced by the creation of a West-
ern, research-oriented canon. The construction of the Other and the appropriation of Hopi
culture have cantributed to the perpetuation of Western-based, scientific authority.

This presentation will examine the Peabody Museum Expedition into Hopi country from
1935-39. The discursive nature of Western research is highlighted to illustrate how Hopi
agency and authority was denied in order for the Peabody Expedition to maintain control
in thefr endeavor to construct Hopi history and to maintain this process through the col-
lecting and examination of Hopi material culture,

12:30 PM Lunch Break

Session 1 COLLECTIONS AND ARTIFACTS FROM EASTERN NORTH AMERICA
PRIOR TO 1800 (part 2)
Chair: Christian F. Feest

1:40 pm  CHRISTIAN F. FEEST (Museum fitr Vitkerkunde Wien)
Warmpum — The French Collection

Like: the other artifacts brought together in 1796 at the Bibliotheque Nationale from the col-
lections of the French kings and nobility, the remarkably diverse group of wampum artifacts
held today by the Musée du quai Branly suffers from the near absence of documentary
information regarding their cultural background and collection histories. This paper will
demonstrate the extent to which provenance and meaning may be recovered by the criti-
cal use of comparative evidence.
















according to their own paradigms of primitivism, paganism, and chscurantism. Because of
its position at the threshold between human and animal, as a dominant actor at the time
of primordial chaos and as a dominated actor in the ordering of the world, the dog fulfilled -
for indigenous Americans the role of intermediary and intercessor, but at the same time was
seen as a source of danger. It was involved both in the origin of life and its extinction, had
a place at the beginning and end of the food chain and, mare fundamentally, represented
an integral element in the incest taboo on which society was founded. In this respect, a
study of dogs leads to a reflection on society.

2:10 pm  JENNIFER H. S. BROWN (University of Winnipeg)

Rupert’s Land, Whose Land? Cree and English Naming and Claiming around the
Dirty Sea

The Omushkego Cree of Hudson Bay have described and conceptualized the places of
their homeland in ways very different from the naming usages introduced by early Euro-
pean visitors of the 1600s. Place names and ethnonyrms, European and Aboriginal, provide
windows onto these distinctive perceptions and help us see them from various angles. The
strangers who met around the Bay became familiar to one another to an extent as they
traded. But in many ways they continued to live in parallel universes, Aboriginal and Euro-
pean, with radically different concepts of place, land, and human relations to land, as the
Cree and English names still reveal.

2:40 pm PAUL ROSIER (Villanova University)

Mative Americans and the Cold War

During the Termination era in U.S. Indian-White relations (broadly 1944—1970), federal
officials atteinpted to destroy Native American sovereignty at a time when American racial
problems created a Cold War crisis of public relations for the United States. In my new
book (under contract with Harvard University Press) | trace Native Americans’ various inker-
sections with Cold War pressures and politics, emphasizing their self-representation
through a “derivative discourse” to protect the contested cultural and political space of the

“reservation.” In this paper | will explore those intersections and, taking a transnational
approach consider how Russians and Europeans employed Native American experiences,
in their representations of the Cold War.

3:10 pm HARTWIG ISERNHAGEN (Universitit Basel [ret.])

Bodmer/Wied’s Indians: Whaose Property

If “the Western model of the museum poses interesting questions regarding the role of
objects in the constitution of cultural memory,” Bodmer’s illustrations for Maximilian zu
Wied's Reise in das Innere Nord-America pose such questions in particularly interesting
ways. Briefly: What are the “objecis” that play such roles — the images {and if so, is there a
difference in this respect between the original watercolors and the prints?), the material
objects in the pictures, or the human subjects represented in them? In whose cultural mem-
ory do these “objects” play a role — or several roles? In a very general way, the answer is
obvious: objects of different kinds and orders here play various roles in several memories,
both Native and non-Native. The presentation will attempt to discuss resulting complica-
tions by subjecting the entire discussion to a rigorously dialogic perspective that precludes
the imposition of simple, though perhaps politically (still) correct, notions of ownership.

3:40 PM  Break
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